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. COMMUNITY

Good
Night
Norman

Children’s Book Supports
Norman Students, Teachers
& Culture

Debbie Laffoon, Jennifer Austin &
Natalie Fowler with Natalie’s children
Ezra and Winnie

his winter, the Norman Pub-
T lic School Foundation will sell
copies of its new book, Good
Night Norman, which is a colorful
children’s book featuring the unique

places and events that make Norman
a special place to live, work and play.

All proceeds from the sale of the book
support Norman school teachers and
students through the NPS Founda-
tion’s Grant-To-Teachers program,
which helps supplies materials, re-
sources and technology for use in the
classroom.

“Norman is such a great place to
receive your education and to get
involved,” said Jenny Dakil, execu-
tive director of the foundation and
co-author of Good Night Norman.
“We appreciate how the Norman
community supports the foundation
to encourage and thank our teachers
for their commitment to education.”

Good Night Norman was written for
the foundation by two former teach-
ers: Dakil and Audra Perry Plummer,
co-director of the Oklahoma Writing
Project at the University of Oklaho-
ma.

“We wanted to highlight different
places in our community that make it
feel like home and that represent Nor-
man and all of the great things hap-
pening in our community,” Dakil said.
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Good Night Norman was illustrat-
ed by art teachers from the Norman
School District. They include Lauretta
Coker, Leslie Dallam, Stacee Dingler,
Tracy Gibson, Dan Harris, Sheila
Hunter, Bonnie Knippenberg, Katy
Nickell, Matt Reed, Audra Urquhart
and Carla Waugh.

Artwork from the book
is on display at the
Norman school admin-
istration building and
books will be available
for purchase beginning
this December at the
foundation office at 131
S Flood Ave. They also
will be sold at Cay-
man’s Clothiers and
Occasions Fine Station-
ary and Gifts, both at
2001 W Main St. in Car-
riage Plaza.

The NPS Foundation’s
Grant-To-Teachers pro-
gram grants are award-
ed to every Norman
public school site, pre-k
through high school,
helping teachers en-
hance the educational
experience for students
in Norman.

1001013.1
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To date, the NPS Foundation has
awarded more than $1 million for the
Grant-To-Teachers program.
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“We want to reassure our teachers
that we are here to support them and
appreciate all that they are doing,”
Dakil said.— BSM
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Dear Santa,
1. Vahan Bracelets

2. Antwerp Diamond, Earvings

3. MICHELE watch

4. Slate & Tell bunches

S. Vermﬁéo n'nﬁ

6. Nest Necklace

7. Bwerlg/ K ring stack

) 8 Strand, of pearls

> 9. Love Tokens

¥ 10. Tacors Island Rains earvings

Make sure Santa knows
exactly what you want!
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Supporiing
Clessrooms NR

NPS Foundation Doubles its Dollar
Amount in Grants for Norman Teachers

ith the state in a budget crisis
Wand Oklahoma public schools
experiencing the brunt of the
damage, the Norman Public Schools
and the entire Norman community are

doing the best they can to reduce the
impact of budget cuts.

The Norman Public Schools Founda-
tion is doubling the dollar amount to be
awarded in grants to Norman teachers
this year.

“Typically, we give out $100,000 in
school grants per year,” said Jenny Da-
kil, executive director with the founda-
tion. “But this year, it’s $200,000. We are
really proud of this progress and the
hard work that teachers put into giving
Norman such a strong school system.”

KORMAN PUBLIC SCHDOL FOUN

Dakil said that twice the grants, mean
twice the impact.

From math to science to arts, grants help
teachers pay for the curricula they use in
their classrooms. The money can go to-
ward anything from telescopes and mi-
croscopes to history programs and book
clubs, even classroom technology.

The grants help teachers meet the di-
verse needs of all of the students in the
district Dakil said.

To date, the NPS Foundation has
awarded more than $1 million through
more than 2,500 grants as part of the
Grant-To-Teachers program.

With the state budgets falling, the Nor-
man school district has done the best

BY: ALEXIS TRAMMELL

it can to adjust to budget cuts as much
as possible, Dakil said. As a result, the
Norman community is stepping up to
support teachers with contributions.

The foundation has supported hundreds
of innovative teachers in every school in
the district. From elementary to the high
school level, classroom grants have im-
pacted thousands of Norman students
during their academic careers.

“We want to reassure our teachers
through the Grants-to-Teachers that we
are here to support them and appreci-
ate all that they are doing,” Dakil said.
“We want our teachers to know that the
Norman community wants to support
them and to improve their existing sit-
uation.” —BSM
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Live and Fresh Cut Christmas Trees
Fresh Garland Hnllday Wreaths
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COMMUNITY

created a torrent of learning op-

portunities with a new technol-
ogy initiative, rolled out this fall for
thousands of students across the city,
official say.

The Norman school district has

“It’s just opened up this floodgate to
the possibilities of what we can do
now,” says Martha Pangburn, librar-
ian at Norman High School.

Students share their excitement about
the laptops and are eager to use the
tools they have at their fingertips.

This fall, Norman Public Schools pro-
vided MacBook laptops for all stu-
dents in 6th through 12th grades. It
was part of the district’s iTech instruc-
tional technology initiative, designed
to help teachers enhance instruction
and offer real-world applications.

Funding for the initiative came from
a 2014 bond issue passed by Norman
voters. Educators say they are excit-
ed about how students are using the
laptops and the creativity they are
showing through the applications
and tools available on the MacBook.

“It's awesome,” says Amber Fergu-
son, a student at Longfellow Middle
School.
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The 14-year-old says one of the proj-
ects she’s done has been to record
herself playing the flute for an assign-
ment in band. She also wants to find
an application that will allow her to
design clothes since she hopes to be a
fashion designer one day.

Ryan Leland, also a student at Long-
fellow, says she’s a fan of Google
Classroom. The online classroom’s
tools allow teachers to post assign-
ments, announcements and questions
for students. Meanwhile, students
can see the assignments and related
class materials as they complete and
turn in work.

“If you're out of town, it's super easy
to get your homework so you don't fall
behind in class,” the 11-year-old said.

Other students, like those in high
school, have used their laptops to cre-
ate infographics, video projects and
audio projects to accompany what
they are learning in class, said Chris
Kalinski, iTech coach at Norman
North High School.

Kalinski is responsible for helping with
laptop integration at Norman North,
and he assists with technical issues.

“Engagement in the classroom is el-
evated because of the technology,”
Kalinski says.

BY: SHARLA BARDIN

For example, he’s seeing students tap
into their creative sides when it comes
to merging what they are learning in
class with the tools available on their
laptops, such as creating videos or re-
cording podcasts.

Kalinski says one of the aspects that
excites him about the iTech initiative
is that it gives all secondary students
access to technology and can help
prepare them for the future, with
computer skills, creative abilities and
strategies to solve problems.

“I think it sets them up for real-world
type scenarios,” he said. “They’re go-
ing to come with a set of skills that
they may not have had before.”

At Norman High School, Pangburn
said it's exciting to finally see stu-
dents with their laptops.

The district has gone through years
of planning and preparation to get to
the point where the technology initia-
tive could be implemented.

She said the laptops have helped en-
hance student engagement, and stu-
dents now have a variety of tools to
demonstrate what they’re learning in
class.

For example, instead of writing a para-
graph about a subject, students can
now create a video to explain the topic.

Now that they have laptops, she said
students will get more use out of the
library’s digital resources, such as
e-books, online reference books and
databases.

“Accessibility has increased expo-
nentially,” she says. “My sense is that
they feel proud that their community
would entrust them with this technol-
ogy. It does make them feel import-
ant, that their learning is valued.”

The investment in technology for the
students is creating unique opportu-
nities to equip students for college
and other career paths.

“We're giving them real-world skills
and experiences that will be so ben-
eficial for them when they leave us,”
Pangburn said. —BSM
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Making a
Difference

Self-described Professional Volunteer Barb Kruger
Makes Impact at Mary Abbot Children’s House

Children’s House, children share

their stories of sexual abuse or se-
vere physical trauma with the child
advocacy center’s trained staff. The
children may be embarrassed and are
often afraid to divulge details of what’s
happened to them, and yet many want
more than anything to be a “normal”
kid in a “normal” home.

Every day inside the Mary Abbott

It may sound heartbreaking, but to
those who spend their days within the
center, the Abbott House isn’t a sad
place. In fact, it’s full of smiles, encour-
agement and hope.

“This is the first step to healing for
them,” said Barb Kruger, an Abbott
House volunteer who's in her fourth
year serving as a board member.

Kruger is humble when she talks about
the time she puts in at the Mary Abbott
Children’s House. She’s not one to tally
the hours, but she’s always there when
needed.

Chilton Purcell, the house’s executive
director, said she can rely on Kruger to
come through, no matter what’s asked
of her or how tight a time crunch. Be-
cause of that willingness to help, she’s
been crucial to the center’s success.

“She’s kind and passionate and smart
and savvy,” Purcell said. “She has a
great way of developing a strategy for
any situation we’re in, whether it's try-
ing to figure out ho. She’s just really
great at looking at things strategically
and always with the focus of the chil-
dren we serve at the heart of it.”

Kruger is married to Lon Kruger, men’s
basketball head coach at the University
of Oklahoma, and helped organize the
Annual Basketball Coaches’ Luncheon,
which took place Nov. 1. The luncheon
is the Abbott House’s primary fund-
raising event, with proceeds going to-
ward general operating expenses. Kru-
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ger serves as the luncheon’s committee
president with Heather O’Connell act-
ing as committee chair. Keynote speak-
ers include the head coaches of the
men’s and women’s basketball teams,
Lon Kruger and Sherri Coale.

Philanthropy comes naturally to Kru-
ger. In fact, in every city she moves to,
the self-described “professional volun-
teer” supports a new cause — usually
one centered around children.

Now in her eighth state, Kruger recount-
ed her previous experiences, which in-
clude an organization in Atlanta that
provided a home for medically fragile
babies whose health conditions prohib-
ited them from living with their parents,
and the Cunningham Children’s.

When it came to decide what she’d de-
vote herself to in Norman, the decision
was an easy one. Coale had urged Kru-
ger to tour the Abbott House, described
by the basketball coach as a “well-kept
secret.” After a tour of the center, Kru-
ger knew it was a fit.

“There was a passion here,” she said.
“I was introduced to some of the other
board members and the chemistry was
great.”

Canvassed in a calming light blue, the
multi-story house with wrap-around
porch sits at the corner of East Symmes
Street and South Crawford Avenue, its
appearance giving the feeling of a wel-
coming family home.

It may be a well-kept secret, but the
Abbott House has an impact that spans
Cleveland, McClain and Garvin coun-
ties, and it even serves outside of its
primary jurisdiction, assisting 19 Okla-
homa counties with forensic interviews,
medical assessments, advocacy and ed-
ucation in the last year. It's one of near-
ly 750 independent children’s advocacy
centers across the country accredited by
the National Children’s Alliance.

BY: MORGAN DAY
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Funded by federal grants, private
foundation grants and individual do-
nors, the children’s advocacy center
works closely with law enforcement
officers, the district attorney’s office,
child protective services, mental health
care professionals and medical profes-
sionals to maintain a victim-centered,
child-friendly atmosphere during in-
vestigations of alleged child abuse.

“No other place does what we do,”
Purcell said. “If we were to not exist,
these kids would have nowhere else
to go. We're treating the entire case of
the child to make sure nothing falls
through the cracks.”

In 2017 alone, the center served 659
children, conducted 354 forensic inter-
views and administered 190 medical
exams.

One reason the Abbott House is so crit-
ical for abused children is that children
must only tell their story once, instead
of several times, which could re-trau-
matize them over and over again.

To learn more about the Mary Abbot Chil-
dren’s House and potential volunteer op-
portunities, visit abbott-house.org. — BSM
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Newt Mitchell is pictured with his daughter Cloie, dog Decker and wife Gina.

ecember can get a little crazy, es-
Dpecially when it comes to find-

ing the perfect gifts for our loved
ones. Norman business owner Newt
Mitchell has a simple tip for holiday
shoppers — take some time to explore
the wide variety of products and ser-
vices that Norman’s local businesses
have to offer.

“You'll be glad you did,” he said.

Mitchell — who runs Mitchell’s Jewel-
ry with his wife, Gina — grew up in
Norman and couldn’t imagine oper-
ating a business anywhere else. The
inventory of his store at 2201 W Main
St. has changed with the times, but
his passion for the Norman commu-
nity is still as strong as ever.

From the day he started, Mitchell has
taken great care to listen to his cus-
tomers.

boydstreet.com

When he took over Norman Coin
Shop in 1981, the shop occupied a
small area in the front of a bingo
supply store in downtown Norman.
As his business grew, he gradually
took over more and more space in the
building, so he could continue pro-
viding the jewelry selection his cus-
tomers were asking for.

More than 35 years later, the store is
in a different location, with a different
name, but it’s still being run by the
same man with the same unwavering
eagerness to learn from his customers
and give them a great shopping ex-
perience.

Mitchell now offers repair services,
appraisals and custom work to go
along with a wide selection of jewel-
ry. As a member of the Independent
Jewelers Organization, he can take
his staff to special markets and con-

tinuing education classes to ensure
they stay up-to-date on all of the lat-
est collections.

“Each piece of jewelry represents a
moment in time, or a special occa-
sion,” said Gina Mitchell. “We want
to create that special occasion.”

This month, he is focused on giving
holiday shoppers a memorable and
stress-free shopping experience. The
store’s schedule is jam-packed with
fun promotions and events for the
entire family.

“That's always been Newt's forte,
figuring out ways to make shopping
fun,” Gina Mitchell said.

With food trucks outside of the store
every Saturday this month, a visit
from Santa and a holiday open house,
customers have every excuse to stop
by and check out the store for them-
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selves. And, for the first time ever, he’s
having one of his special Antwerp dia-
mond events in December.

Mitchell gets most of his diamonds
directly from Antwerp, Belgium, the
largest diamond district in the world,
with a centuries-old tradition of gem
cutting and polishing. This allows him
to keep costs low and hand-pick spe-
cific diamonds for his customers.

“We cut the middleman out, so we
know we're getting customers the best
price,” said Mitchell, “but most impor-
tantly, we're getting the most spectac-
ular diamond for them for the money.”

Antwerp representatives will be in Nor-
man Dec. 8 - 11, and Mitchell is holding
a special promotion around their visit.
Everyone who orders a diamond while
the representatives are in town will be
entered into a drawing. The winner
will get their diamond for free.

Mitchell hopes the store’s holiday
events will not only attract people to
his business, but also to the rest of the

shops on West Main Street. He has par-
ticipated in several promotions that
highlight businesses in the West Main
Business District. One promotion was
the Mix on Main event in October,
which featured food trucks, vendors
and musicians for a family-friendly
fun-filled night.

Mitchell also is involved in the Nor-
man Business Association, Chamber
of Commerce and Sooner Rotary.

His holiday event planning doesn’t
stop with his jewelry store. Mitchell
has been working on a Secret Santa
program for Royal Family Kids, an or-
ganization he has been part of for many
years. The Royal Family Kids Camp
provides a week of positive memories
for foster children age 6 to 12.

“It’s really rewarding to see the people
in our community step up to make this
happen,” said Mitchell.

He has been the Norman camp’s fund-
raising chair for 11 years, and a camp
counselor for five years. The camp is
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Royal Family Kids’ main event, but the
program offers mentoring and special

events for the children throughout the
year.

Anyone that talks to Mitchell can tell
how much he loves Norman, and the
great importance he places in giv-
ing back to the community. He and
his wife have a busy, exciting month
planned, and they can’t wait to be a
part of the holiday season for the Nor-
man community. — BSM
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OU, Patriot Ford Rol Out the Red Carpet to Honor Veterans

University of Oklahoma home

football game is steeped in tra-
dition. From the first notes of the
university chant to the last bang of
the RUF/NEKS’ shotguns, the de-
cades have woven together a sense of
school spirit, shaping a unique tapes-
try of experience.

T he pomp and circumstance of a

And, yet, Sooner fans have made
room for a relatively new tradition.

In 2013, OU honored its first veteran at
a football game and since then, the pro-
gram has expanded to other sports in-
cluding men’s and women’s basketball.

Whether on the field or the court,
Sooner fans faithfully take a pause
from the action to recognize the ser-
vice and sacrifice of our military,
standing together to honor the Patriot
of the Game.

85,000 people stop what they are do-
ing to stand and honor our military on
a grand stage. It is a unifying event and
speaks to how patriotic Oklahomans
are,” said Kevin Cantrell, dealer, prin-
ciple and general manager of Patriot
Ford, which sponsors the program.

“My father and I have a great deal of
respect for those that choose to serve,
and we feel it's the least we can do,”
he said.

Throughout the year, 22 men and wom-
en who served in the U.S. armed forces
receive recognition, and, with so many
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deserving candidates, the selection pro-
cess is never easy, Cantrell said.

“There isn’t one submission that
hasn’t been deserving of the honor.”

Before Sooner fans get the chance to
cheer, the university and dealership
staff roll out the red carpet for these
veterans.

“They get to go onto the field the day
before the game for pictures. Coach-
es take the time to say hello and say
their appreciations. They receive a
signed ball, tickets to the game, an
OU golf shirt and a tour of the dealer-
ship if they have time,” Cantrell said.

But, it’s more than just the staff that
has embraced this new tradition.

“Toby Keith is almost always stand-
ing in the end zone to thank them and
spend time with them,” Cantrell said.
“While you might think it would be
the other way, Toby views it as he is
the fortunate one to meet them.”

Joining the ranks of dozens of others
before them, this year, Sooner fans
honored a grandfather, grandson duo
during the game against Iowa State.

Tech. Sgt. Robert Bickerstaff, born in
Brocton, New York and turning 99
years old this December, served during
World War II and trained in 1942 at
Camp Gruber, in eastern Oklahoma.

During his training, he met his bride,
Vivian Bridges, and returned at the

close of the war to Enid, where he is
still active in his church choir and the
local garden club. Bickerstaff took the
field with his grandson, Lt. Col. Luke
Ylitalo, a Sooner alumni and Marine
Corps veteran.

The first female Patriot of the Game
recognized at a football was honored
during the Tulane game in September.

U.S. Air Force Maj.Gen. Rita Aragon
was the first woman in Oklahoma to
command a unit, to command a base
and ultimately to command the entire
Oklahoma Air National Guard, all af-
ter enlisting at the age of 30.

Aragon was a school teacher and ad-
ministrator in Oklahoma City Public
Schools, prior to her military career.
She is also a member of the Oklaho-
ma Hall of Fame and Oklahoma Mili-
tary Hall of Fame.

To nominate a deserving veteran, vis-
it www.patriotford.com/hero. —BSM

Photos by: Mark Doescher



.ﬂg“ — 3—"‘1‘;"

-"'l——r_:

T ey

2 “"- ~—_ —“_"u——‘—'“.'-.g-—_"'__

e = -~ GOLF...THE PERFECT GIFT!
Become a Membe: Today A DOZEN TITLEIST GOLF BALLS —

Call the Membership Office FREE PERSONALIZATION
405-364-3790 * trailsgolf.com GOLF CLUBS FIT BY THE PROFESSIONALS

CUSTOM MEMBERSHIP PACKAGES
3200 South Berry Road, Norman | 405-360-1920 GOLF LESSONS AND MORE!

h
OKLAHOMA ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
YOUR TRUSTED ENERGY ADVISOR

LIGHTING UP THE
HOLIDAYS SINCE 1937

WWW.0OKCOOP.ORG




BUILDING
GREATNESS

COMMERCIAL FINANCING
& CONSTRUCTION

available at Valliance Bank




Show Your School Syi’rit

= ’
Y T e
- Ltk

T
S M

f
T -
i et

H

‘!u.

AVAILABLE AT BROCKHAUS JEWELRY

2107 W. MAIN STREET
NORMAN, OKLAHOMA 73069
(405) 321-4228



ance 1978 Saturdays in December!

.

-':__.,l'.
FI: " PR tﬁ..‘ﬂ; umthﬂ
Merr‘f‘:hm Tp.T'I.DN

* Dec 2nd Santa's Workshop
al RCB instabank
Zpm-4pm Pics with Santa
Dec 9th Spot the Grinch Contest
Z2pm-dpm

"Don't be a Grinch, shop local”

Mon 'TI'I!HS % Dec 16th Strolling Santa 2pm-4pm
i //, ’ - Dec 23rd Spot the Grinch Contest
Sandwiches 1lom-10pm 5, iR
Burgers Friday Tlam-1lpm

“"Don't be a Grinch, shop local®
and More Sat "I:Im-lopm ""' Visit us on facebook @oucampuscomer

OF WWW.OUCmpUSeomercom

Don’t Be a Grinch, Shop Local!

O MILLENNIUM

IMSPIRED STUDENMNT LIVING

* Location Matters on Game Day
» Cheapest Parking Options in Norman

lm;?ﬁ fu’

Off @ampus Haus:nghln ‘Norman!

405 701.9999 900 E. Lindsey St. Norman 73071 * millenniumok.com




BY: CHIP MINTY

anta Clause and the Grinch will be
Sequally popular this holiday sea-

son on Campus Cornert, said Erin
Patton, executive director of the Cam-
pus Corner Merchants’ Association.

One or the other will be on hand on
the four Saturdays leading up to
Christmas, she said. But, most of the
time, Santa won't be sitting on a rock-
er hoisting children onto his knee, and
the Grinch will not be plotting his next
assault on the Christmas spirit.

Instead, they will be cruising the
sidewalks with a bounty on their
heads.

It’s all part of Holidays on the Cor-
ner. Patrons are invited to comb the
streets and sidewalks of Campus
Corner, searching for Santa or the
Grinch, Patton said. Those who are

successful, stand to receive some ad-
ditional holiday spirit from Campus
Corner merchants.

Each patron who bags a photo with
one of the fugitives could win some
Campus Corner Bucks and become
eligible to win a gift card from a
Campus Corner business, she said.

Details are available on the Campus
Corner Facebook page.
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“It's something different,” Patton
said. “I always wanted to do some-
thing like this. I got feedback from
the merchants that they wanted to ex-
pand the holiday cheer and
have more than
one afternoon.”

So, she created Holidays on the Cor-
ner, which starts Dec. 2 with Santa
Clause stationed at RCB Bank, at 333
W Boyd St. There will be crafts for the
kids along with candy and hot choco-
late for everyone, Patton said.

10:00AM

COMMUNITY

Fun and games begin on Dec. 9, when
the Grinch shows up to hand out
Campus Corner Bucks to those who
can find him. Santa comes back to the
Corner on Dec. 16 to try his hand at
cat and mouse and the Grinch rounds
out the month with his second ap-
pearance on Dec. 23.

All four Saturday events will be held
from 2 to 4 p.m.

Patton said the Campus Corner mer-
chants are excited about the Christ-
mas season and would love to see
big crowds come out to support
local businesses and to carry on
long-time traditions of Christmas
shopping on the Corner.

She said there is a variety of cloth-
ing stores, offering outfits for ba-

bies, teens, men and women. Most
of the restaurants sell gift cards,
which are great stocking stuffers, she
added.

The underlying theme of this year’s
Holidays on the Corner program
comes down to a single phrase, Pat-
ton said.

“Don’t be a Grinch. Shop local!” —
BSM

[1:30AM 1:00PM 5:00PM




Gar Wash Gift Cards Gan Make
Things A Ho-Ho-Ho Lot Easier!

Available In Any Amount And Redeemable At All Metro Locations.

Give the gift of CLEAN with gift cards from Okie Express Auto Wash! Our gift cards are available
in any dollar amount and can be redeemed at any of our six metro locations: Norman, Moore,
Mustang, Warr Acres, Edmond, Del City, Choctaw and soon in Yukon! They make a great gift for
co-workers, employees, teachers, professors and those “hard to buy for” friends and relatives.

IN NORMAN ON MAIN STREET, JUST EAST OF 1-35, ACROSS FROM CHIC-FIL-A



Be Prepared

CENTURION

CONSULTING GROUP

405.863.5233
centurioncg.net

Concealed Carry Classes
Building Safety & Readiness
Armed Aggressor Response

Bomb Identification Response

Perfect for
Businesses, Schools & Churches

Call Today

Mark Braley
20 Years Military
20 Years Law Enforcement

6 Instructors Available |

TRAINING FOR BUSINESS: ARMED AGGRESS0R & WORK PLACE VIDLENCE RESPONSE

Christian Brothers

Nice difference.”

Stop by to make sure
your car is ready to go the distance.

Completa automotive service and repair
All makes and models » Free courtesy inspection
Free shuttle service to and from work or home

ASE Mastor technicians = Locally owned and operated
Mon - Fri: Tam - 6pm Sat — Sun: Closed

(405) 701-1811 [ 2050 Yarbrough Way, Norman, OK 73072
ChristianBrothersAuto.com
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Giving
Values

Norman Rotarian Impacts
World Through Life of Giving

pert giver, Ron Burton would have

the certificate. He would probably
even have an office, with a staff and a
big sign hanging outside, spelling out
his personal belief.

If there were such a thing as an ex-

“Everyone’s responsibility is to help
other people as much as they can.”

He defines those words with a life-
time of service spanning nearly five
decades and 64 countries. Whether he
was raising millions of dollars for the
University of Oklahoma or traveling
the world, fighting Polio with Rotary
International, Burton approaches giv-
ing with the spirit he attributes to his
Oklahoma roots.

The 71-year-old Norman resident is
a native of Duncan and a University
of Oklahoma graduate. Even though
he earned a law degree from OU, he
never really practiced law. Instead, he
pursued his passion for giving and
helping other people give.

His first step into the big-league
world of giving was in 1970, when
he put his OU accounting degree to
work and took a job at the University
of Oklahoma Foundation. Four years
later, he finished law school and
eventually worked his way through
the ranks to become the OU Founda-
tion’s second president.

Lending a steady hand of leadership
through OU administrations ranging
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BY: CHIP MINTY

Ron Burton, foreground right, helps a team of Rotarians prepare packets at Feed My Starving
Children food pantry in the Chicago area while servings as Rotary international president in 2013.

from Banowsky to Boren, Burton built
the foundation into an enormous fi-
nancial resource for the university.

When he arrived, the foundation’s
endowment was worth about $6 mil-
lion, Burton said. By the time he re-
tired from there in 2007, it had grown
to about $880 million. While Burton
is proud of those accomplishments, it
was not enough.

Sometimes, when you're trying to
help other people as much as you
can, you must impose upon yourself,
volunteer your time and be the boots
on the ground.

That’s why Burton turned his energy
over to Rotary International, where
he found plenty of opportunity for
volunteerism and  boots-on-the-
ground involvement.

A member of the Norman Rotary
Club since 1977, Burton has always
sought ways to volunteer. He first
served as chair of the Norman club’s
endowment committee and later as a
district governor.

In 1988, he became involved in Rota-
ry International, based in Evanston,
I, where he assisted with growing
the Rotary Foundation’s endowment
from $2 million to where it stands to-
day at $1.1 billion.

Burton has served in almost every
leadership post available at Rotary

International. He has been a mem-
ber of Rotary International’s Board of
Directors, and in recent years, he has
served as president of the organiza-
tion. Now serving as chairman-elect
of the Rotary Foundation’s Board of
Trustees, he will take over as chair-
man of the board in 2018, serving
through June of 2019.

Burton said he has a list of goals to
accomplish during his term as chair-
man, starting with the task of eradi-
cating the Polio virus.

He said Rotary International began
its fight against Polio in 1979. Since
then, the organization has partnered
with the World Health Organization,
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control,
UNICEF and the Bill and Melin-
da Gates Foundation to raise more
than $4 billion. The money has been
used to immunize 1.3 billion children
worldwide.

As a result, the number of polio cases
around the world has dropped from
350,000 in 1988 to only 14 reported
cases worldwide in 2017. So, Burton
hopes 2018 will be the year when zero
cases will be reported.

He also hopes to expand global and
local grants to community projects
and to launch a campaign, urging Ro-
tarians to leave personal legacies by
establishing individual endowments
with the Rotary Foundation.
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FREE to the public!
Our 3" annual Breakfast with Santa
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« Performance by the OKC Nutcracker Ballet
» Christmas donuts and milk for the children . ,
» Starbucks coffee and pastries for the adults ,»; !

« Complimentary photo with Santa
» Character Meet and Greet with Elf on the

Shelf, Frosty the Snowman and Rudolph Af
» LIVE Christmas music with pianist David
Morris and Guitarist Joe Hopper

» Christmas coloring pages, candy canes and more!

Located inside the warm and cozy "Events at Madison Square”

430 24th Avenue NW

(west of 24th in Madison Square shopping center next to Be Wild For Art; in between Main and Robinson)

"Norman's ONLY locally owned www.tribute.care
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Rotary International’s goal is to grow its foundation endow- BU in D { Se”i n ?
ment from today’s $1.1 billion to $2.025 billion by 2025, Burton y g g .
said. It is his objective to get that campaign underway next year. Call Us f or ALL Your Real Estate Needs!
Through the years, Burton has contributed a quarter million

dollars and has volunteered thousands of hours of time to Rota- ® ‘ ™
ry International. He traveled around the world to participate in
community projects sponsored by local Rotary clubs. 1 a I

While a Rotarian, Burton said he has been to 64 countries
to do everything from planting trees to administering Polio

vaccinations. He has dedicated emergency rooms and oper- G R O l I P
ating rooms at local hospitals. He has worked in food banks,

blood banks and has participated in walks and bicycle rides Real Estate Services
to raise money for local programs sponsored by Rotary.

He said he has even dedicated bathrooms in India. That may
not seem like a big deal, Burton said, but in India, there is a M C h 2 d
shortage of bathrooms, leading to unsanitary conditions and erry ﬂs tm as a "
disease, so local Rotary clubs raise money to build them. a H ap P y New j? ear y
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Through Rotary, he and his wife, Jetta, sponsor orphans in
India, providing school supplies and other essentials. They
are simple items like pencils and erasers, things some chil-

et children tessure. 405.366.7707
~OTAR Once his term as trustee D i I I a rd G r0u p i Com

y  chairman ends in 2019, Bur-
. ton said he plans to step

away from leadership at
Rotary International and re-

4 sume regular participation
in the Norman Rotary club.
But that doesn’t mean he’s
finished.

Long past the age of retire-
ment, Burton appears to have the energy of a 40-year-old,
saying he draws from the energy of people around him and
from the blessings he gets from helping others.

“If you can help somebody who really needs it, then you're
the one that benefits the most,” he said. “To see the smiles on
their faces, it’s the kind of thing that brings tears to your eyes.”

“It doesn’t matter what religion you are or what your politics
are,” Burton said. “You help people, it doesn’t matter.”

Those are the values Burton said he has carried with him
his entire life. They came from growing up and attending
church in Duncan, as well as from living more than 50 years
in Norman.

“There are good people here and good values,” he said.
“I hope my life exhibits that and that those values came
through.”

“I remember the Parable of the Talents,” he said. “I think I
have invested wisely, and I hope I've paid back.” — BSM
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For more information, please contact our New Account Team at
newaccts@frontier-ok.com or call Johnetta at 405.672.7831.
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Oh the weather outside is frightful

But soon fall will be delightful

Before thoughts turn to the North Pole
Book your holiday party to bowl!
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THIS COULD SAVE

MY FRIEND.

EVERY LIFE IS WORTH SAVING.

OVERDOSE REVERSAL KITS
ARE NOW AVAILABLE.

Raoloxone can reverss the effects of an apioid overdose.
Opiosds include painmediconons ond herom but not aloohal
or other drugs. If you know sameane who moy be ob risk,
be prepored in cose of on oploid averdose

You could sove their life.
Visit TakeAsPrescribed.org to find where
you can get this life-saving kit today.
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BY: CHIP MINTY

Norman Weighs Dollars and Cents of University North Park Proposal

niversity of Oklahoma Econ-
Uomist Robert Dauffenbach es-

timates city and county gov-
ernments could generate nearly $20
million in additional property tax and
sales tax revenue annually through a
proposed residential and entertain-
ment development in west Norman.

The University North Park develop-
ment would include a multi-use are-
na, new restaurants, entertainment
venues and hundreds of housing
units north of Rock Creek Road and
on both sides of 24th Avenue NW.

The proposal was formally unveiled
in September by the University of
Oklahoma Foundation, and it is now
in the hands of the Norman City
Council, which will be studying it
through much of 2018.

The plan includes a 10,000-seat arena,
which would become the new home
of the University of Oklahoma men’s
and women’s basketball teams. The
arena could also serve as a venue for
other collegiate athletic events as well
as concerts and other entertainment.
Under the proposal, there would also
be an expo center, a new hotel and
150,000 square feet of space for new
restaurants and entertainment venues.

The entertainment portion of the
district would comprise only about
one-quarter of the development area,
however. The rest would be occupied
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by 1,600 housing units ranging from
senior residential units, multi-family
complexes and single-family homes.

The plan faces opposition from mem-
bers of the community who object to
new growth and added competition
to existing businesses. Some question
the use of public funds to help cover
costs for the development.

However, Dauffenbach and Nor-
man Mayor Lynne Miller both see
the development as an opportunity
for Norman to reclaim a competitive
edge that has been slipping away to
other communities in recent years.

Moore, Oklahoma City, Edmond and
other communities that invite new
commercial and retail development
are drawing new dollars, new jobs
and more sales taxes to their commu-
nities. Meanwhile, Norman’s sales
tax revenues have faltered in recent
years, challenging the city’s ability to
fund services such as police and fire
protection.

Miller said the proposed housing de-
velopments would attract new resi-
dents to the city, while the arena and
entertainment district would draw
visitors from Moore, Oklahoma City
and other communities.

“It would have an overall positive
impact on the city,” Miller said. “I
personally like the idea of an enter-
tainment district.”

Generally, new arenas succeed in
other cities, but that’s not always the
case, she said. The council is current-
ly studying that question as it consid-
ers the overall proposal.

Daulffenbach said his analysis consid-
ered revenues generated by the initial
University North Park development,
located between Rock Creek Road
and Robinson Street. Some of his con-
clusions are based on those figures.

He said he favors the plan because
it turns unused land into a source of
revenue to benefit the city, the county
and the schools. He compares Uni-
versity North Park to development
that the City of Moore has been sup-
porting over the past 15 years along
the Interstate 35 corridor. Today,
those retail businesses and restau-
rants draw people from inside and
outside of Moore, generating millions
in new sales tax revenues.

The initial University North Park de-
velopment began in the mid-2000s,
assisted by a Tax Increment Finance
district (TIF), which earmarked sales
tax revenues to pay for development
costs. The Norman City Council ap-
proved the TIF in 2006, and it could
stay in force until 2031.

Miller said development in Uni-
versity North Park south is largely
complete, so the TIF could be dis-
continued early. If that happens, the



city would see its sales tax collections
increase by about $5 million annually.
However, the new University North
Park proposal may require the TIF to
remain in place to help pay for the ad-
ditional development costs.

Regardless of where council members
stand on new development in Norman,
the TIF may represent the central ques-
tion underlying the entire proposal.

So, the council will have to decide on
what the future might look like for
Norman’s finances, Miller said.

Will they end the TIF sometime soon,
and enrich the general fund with an
additional $5 million? Or, will they
keep the TIF active for another de-
cade or so, as a long-term investment
toward potentially greater financial
gains in the future?

Ward 5 City Councilwoman Sereta
Wilson said she would favor ending
the TIF and injecting the money into
the city’s general fund.

Wilson questions some of the con-

clusions in Dauffenbach’s study, and
wonders how much of the sales tax

|| W ROBINSON ST
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revenue from the area would actually
be new. Instead, it may be money that
would have been spent in Norman
anyway, Wilson said.

“It seems like it could actually hurt
other businesses,” she said.

She also questions the viability of
the housing plan, wondering if there
would be demand for homes so close
to an entertainment district.

Overall, Wilson said she likes the Uni-
versity North Park plan, but she is not
certain the development should be
built through assistance from the ex-
isting TIF district.

While the Norman City Council could
determine the plan’s ultimate fate, the
development’s impact on tax revenues
extends further than the city’s general
fund.

Miller said most of the revenue would
come in the form of property taxes
from the 1,600 housing units. That
money would benefit the county and
Norman Public Schools.

Dauffenbach’s study suggests de-
velopment would raise an estimated

$10 million annually in new property
taxes, and that would be beneficial to
schools, said Norman School Superin-
tendent Nick Migliorino.

He said the district is behind anything
that results in the growth of ad valor-
em tax revenues or student enrollment,
and the University North Park propos-
al would benefit both of those areas.

Also, Migliorino said that no revenues
are currently being generated from
the undeveloped land north of Rock
Creek Road because it's owned by the
University of Oklahoma Foundation,
which is not required to pay property
taxes. So, if a development can get that
property on the tax rolls, that's posi-
tive for the district.

“Anything above nothing is positive
for the schools,” he said.

Aside from the financial benefit, the
new arena would enrich quality of life
for students, the superintendent said.
It would provide an additional facility
for major events, such as high school
graduations, All City Music Concerts
and the annual Cross-Town Clash in
basketball. — BSM

Let Cleveland County Abstract help in
the process of buying your dream home!

* Title Insurance
¢ Closings

2460 BOARDWALK | 405.321.8680 | WWW.CCABSTRACT.COM
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COMMUNITY

BY: ALEXANDER MUTZ

A United Norman

nual fundraising drive is no mad

dash and it is certainly not a sprint.
It is among the community’s most crit-
ical events, and after decades of refine-
ment, it has become a seven-month
journey with several fun and exciting
stops along the way.

The United Way of Norman’s an-

Just like previous years, this year’s drive
began in June with the Pacesetter Kick-
off Breakfast, where companies kick off
their campaigns early and set a winning
pace that will set a positive tone for the
rest of the journey.

“These pacesetters are community
leaders that represent about half of the
fundraising for the campaign,” said
Daren Wilson, president and CEO of
the United Way of Norman. “Their con-
tributions motivate the rest of the com-
munity to help out.”

In late August, the campaign spread to
the rest of Norman with the announce-
ment of results from the pacesetter fund
drive during the annual Crosstown

Clash football game between Norman
North and Norman High schools at
Oklahoma Memorial Stadium.

The agency thanked pacesetter busi-
nesses for setting the standard in the
first half of its campaign and officially
kicked off the next stage of the campaign
involving the rest of the community.

At the event, the United Way an-
nounced its goal, which was to serve
49,000 people in need.

Though raising money is a very im-
portant part of the United Way’s cam-
paigns, the agency also gives commu-
nity members an opportunity to do
some hands-on volunteer work.

On Sept. 22, the agency held a “Day of
Caring” event, when nearly 600 volun-
teers worked with various community
projects around the city.

Perhaps the most well-known of their
annual events, the United Way hosted
“Celebrity Sing” at Riverwind Casi-
no on Nov. 3. This year’s production
showcased local talent.

Produced by Jennifer Baker from Soon-
er Theater, patrons enjoyed a compli-
mentary dinner while they watched
some of the best talent that Norman
had to offer. By the end of the night, the
United Way had reached an impressive
78 percent of its goal.

Individuals and businesses can contrib-
ute all the way through the end of the
year, Wilson said.

“Your gifts really add up,” he said.

In January, the United Way will hold a
celebration at the Oklahoma Memorial
Union on the University of Oklahoma
campus to honor donors and volun-
teers and to announce the total amount
raised during the 2017 campaign.

The United Way’s vision is simple but
profound: a community working to-
gether to make life better for everyone.
To learn more about how to support the
United Way, and for information on the
specific projects of the organization, visit
www.unitedwaynorman.org. — BSM

THERE IS STILL TIME TO CHANGE SOMEONE'S LIFE!

i

49,000 depend on donations from United Way of Norman each year!

If you make a gift to United Way of Norman before January 1:

¢ You can help feed the hungry, heal the sick, comfort the grieving, treat the addicted,

support the abused, house the homeless and encourage our children.

¢ You can take advantage of charitable tax deductions for 2017.

United Way of Norman

Serving Norman, Noble and
Southern Cleveland County

® You can get a head start on a New Year's resolution to make the world a better place.

GIVE TODAY!

UnitedWayNorman.org/give
OR
Text GIVEUWN to 41444
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BUILTDI

ne of the images the Oklahoma

Sooner football team paints of

those who wear the Crimson
and Cream is that of a student athlete
who is “built different.” Filled with
this idea of OU DNA, the fact that
a Sooner is “built different” has be-
come a personality trait and rallying
cry engrained within the program.

You will find it hard though to find
many who are “built differently”
more than the Sooner standout run-
ning back and Katy, Texas product
Rodney Anderson. From his speed,
versatility, and power on the field to
his humble, low key and team ori-
ented approach off the field, Rodney
Anderson is a success story that has
been different from the first day he
stepped on campus.

THE ARRIVAL

Anderson made a name for himself
as a standout running back in high
school. Anderson rushed for 5,493
yards and averaged nine yards per
carry. He was ranked as the second
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best running back in the country by
247sports and was named the offen-
sive player of the year by the Hous-
ton Touchdown Club. Obviously,
some of the top colleges came calling.
Anderson had offers from Auburn,
Baylor, Texas A&M and many more.
Anderson eventually chose Oklaho-
ma, going so far as to enroll early.

“I feel like it was better fit for me of-
fensively with the new coach com-
ing in and coach (Cale) Gundy,” An-
derson said on signing day in 2015.
“Plus, I saw all the success all the
great backs had, and I just wanted to
be a part of it.”

That “new” coach was Lincoln Riley,
who at the time had just been hired as
the offensive coordinator. Many felt as
if the skill set Anderson possessed was
a perfect fit in the Riley offense. An-
derson would essentially be the last
recruit that Gundy signed as the run-
ning back coach. When Jay Boulware
took over, he made it clear to Ander-
son that he was always his choice.

BY: CHRIS PLANK

“I remember coach bringing him
in, he had a couple of backs he was
looking at,” coach Boulware said.
“Everyone knew we had Joe (Mixon)
and Samaje (Perine). It was hard to
tell people hey, come here, you're go-
ing to play. I always tell Rodney that
I always voted for him. Coach had
asked the entire offensive staff what
we think and who we thought would
be the best and Rodney got the nod.”

THE SETBACK

As an early enrollee, Anderson had
an opportunity to get a jump start on
the rest of the 2015 class. But finding
carries in a crowded Sooner backfield
was not only difficult but virtually
impossible. With Perine, Mixon, and,
at the time, Alex Ross, the Sooner
backfield was stacked.

Anderson did what he could to stay
involved. He picked up his first ca-
reer carry in the opener against Ak-
ron and quickly established himself
as a special team contributor. But di-
saster struck for Anderson when he

Photos by: Mark Doescher



suffered a season ending injury to his
leg while making a tackle during spe-
cial teams duty against Tennessee.

Anderson battled back from the broken
leg and appeared to be healthy heading
into camp in 2016. But another setback
occurred. Anderson suffered a neck in-
jury that would end up costing him his
entire 2016 season. A career that had
started with so much promise and po-
tential had been submarined by a series
of challenging and brutal injuries. But
as he has throughout his entire career,
Anderson never gave up.

THE REEMERGENCE

“He’s a person that has the respect
of everyone in our program,” Head
coach Lincoln Riley said of Anderson.
“They see the work he put in when he
was crushed by those injuries. I don’t
think it surprised anyone that he has
jumped back from it and has had the
success he has had and the way he has
approached it.”

But despite the faith of his coaches
and teammates, Anderson was once
against playing the waiting game
when the 2017 season kicked off. An-
derson could not find his way on the
field. But as a humble and team-ori-
ented player, he did not allow himself
to get down.

“You just have to be ready when your
number is called,” Anderson said.
“The running back room is a great
time, it’s really competitive. We make
each other better.”

Anderson had found himself in a sup-
port role through the first six games of
this season, rushing for only 25.7 yards
per game, amassing a total of only 154
yards on 22 carries. While fellow backs
Sermon and Adams flourished, An-
derson was left waiting.

“He wasn’t timid, just rusty,” Riley
said of the slow start. “He had missed
so much time and even spring ball. We
were conservative with him, which we
thought was the right thing.”

“We just wanted to wait until his body
was ready,” Jay Boulware said of the
patience in bringing along Anderson.
“After all he had been through, we
didn’t want to go out and get him

boydstreet.com

hurt. We brought him along slowly. I
think its paid huge dividends. His tim-
ing and our timing both kind of met at
the same time.”

Anderson made his first impact with
a touchdown run against Texas and
emerged in what many have called
Championship November with 845
all-purpose yards over a 4-game stretch
and averaging 6.8 yards per carry.

THE MOMENT

The moment that announced the ar-
rival of Anderson came late against
Kansas State. As part of his breakout
performance in Manhattan, Anderson
scored the game winning touchdown
with seven seconds left on the clock
as he turned the corner from 22 yards
out. Anderson finished with 147 yards
on 19 carries, surpassing the 100-yard
mark for the first time in his career,
and was rewarded with a game ball.

“It was special to share that moment
with my teammates and the coaches
and my entire team,” Anderson said
of the game ball. “I was just happy to
share that moment with my team.”

What many may have missed in that
game winning moment was where An-
derson was actually running to. As he
turned the corner with the end zone in
view and a celebration waiting, all he
saw was mom. Anderson’s mom was
seated in the end zone and he knew
that was where he was headed.

RV N
“To see him come from two sea-
son-ending injuries and then to have
the game of his life right here, it’s just
so rewarding, as a mom, to see his
handwork pay off,” Rodney’s mother,
Jobie Anderson said of the moment.
“He persevered through so much. I
just can’t believe it.”

THE FUTURE

Good luck trying to get Rodney An-
derson to talk about himself. He did
not even realize he had become an in-
ternet sensation after a video of him
jumping out of a pool went viral. It
took a teammate and his mother pass-
ing it along to him. For Anderson, it
is all about the grind of preparing and
being a good teammate, even when
he wasn’t the focus of the offensive
gameplan.

“Through everything he has stayed
patient, that’s the kind of team guy he
is,” Boulware said of Anderson. “He is
one of those guys that works extreme-
ly hard. While other kids were getting
some carries and accolades, Rodney
got back in the film room and was in
my office every day, to the point where
I got tired of him. But I told him this is
how you do it.”

With everything that Rodney An-
derson has overcome and pushed
through, he may be the perfect exam-
ple of what it truly means to be “built
different”. — BSM
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I n sports, it’s fun to root for good stories.

The Norman High girls’ cross country

team is proof that fairy tale endings do
come true in sports. From the opening
practice of the season, a state champi-
onship was their ultimate focus. Day by
day, race by race, it all built towards the
ultimate prize they were so desperately
striving for.

Head coach Scott Monnard knew his
team had what it takes to win. Not only

At +J

>

did they have the talent, but his team
had the work ethic of a champion. After
back-to-back runner-up finishes at the
state meet, the goal was simple: win it
all. And, that is exactly what they did.

“I'm so happy for our kids,” said Mon-
nard. “To have come up short so many
times the previous years, and then
for them to finally come together to
achieve their goal was very gratifying
to see unfold.”

T T
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Despite this being the first state champi-
onship for the Tiger Cross Country pro-
gram since 1981, success has been the
norm for the Tigers under Monnard.

With all that Monnard, his staff and the
athletes gave to this season, the 2017
Norman High Cross Country team will
go down as one of the more enjoyable
stories of the year in NPS athletics. —
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS APPLY
NOW. START AUGUST 2018!
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Cyber Defense *

Database Administration *
Digital Video Production *
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Graphic Design *
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Medical Assisting |
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TECHNICAL CAREERS

Automation Technician
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Cosmetology
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ADULT ONLY CLASSES
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Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Esthetician
Practical Nursing
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NHS Winter Sports Preview

hether on the mat or on the court, the upcoming
winter promises to be a good one for the Norman
High Tigers.

Rodney Dindy’s boys’ team will feature an up-tempo style
of play, resulting in another entertaining season. Return-
ing contributors such as Jacob Ogle and Shane Didiuk will
give the Tigers length, both in the paint and on the perim-
eter. Ogle and Didiuk have logged significant minutes for
Norman High and will look to be key offensive contribu-
tors again this season.

The Tigers will also lean on T.C. Ellis and Bryce Mooreland
to provide points, as they’ll likely be the leaders of the back-
court. Both can be deadly from behind the three-point line.

The high-scoring Tigers’ boys will eagerly be watching
what Turner Mattingly and her girls’ team can do, as they
look to build on last season’s success. Mattingly’s fearless
play is worth the price of admission. Her aggressive nature
on both ends of the floor has routinely been a sparkplug
for Michael Neal's Tigers.

Skye Watts and Christina Shadid return as the other key
figures, both showing an ability to score. With Mattingly,
Watts and Shadid, NHS possesses guard play that will be
tough to match for any opponent.

On the mat, Norman High returns a solid core. The Tigers
were able to claim a district title a year ago, for just the sec-
ond time in program history. After a season that culminat-
ed with a Dual State appearance, head coach Corey Wilson
is hoping his squad can carry their success into his second
year at the helm. Momentum is high, and Wilson is hope-
ful this is just the start of the rise of his program. — BSM

NNHS Winter Sports Preview

orman North is gearing for another exciting winter
sports season.

Despite the departure of standout basketball player
Trae Young and his average 42.6 points per game, head
coach Bryan Merritt is excited about the boys’ basketball
team’s potential in the 2017-18 season.

“A lot of people think without Trae we're really going to
fall off the map, but they just don’t know about our other
guys,” Merritt said. “They’re good players. I think we’ll
keep winning. I know that we’re going to be competitive
and a really fun team to watch.”

Key contributors include guards Juwan White, Jalen
Crutchfield, Brandis Fender, Drake Stoops and forward
Shemar Smith.

The Norman North girls” basketball team enters the 2017-
18 season with a diverse lineup. Coming off a 16-10 season,
the Timberwolves return senior guard Lindsey Waters, ju-
nior guard Jacie Evans, junior post Emma Base and sopho-
more post Jessika Evans as starters.

“It’s a good balance of newcomers and kids that have been
there, so I'm really excited about our group,” said head
coach Rory Hamilton.

boydstreet.com

On the mat, North wrestling has a mix of newcomers and
several key returnees as well. Senior Jesse Wetherington
was a state qualifier in the 195-pound weight class, and
junior JT Stambeck was one place away from going to the
state tournament in each of his first two seasons. Despite
the inexperience of some of his starters, head coach Jim-
my Filippo said they are entering competitions with con-
fidence.

“We're going to have kids in the lineup that have never
started. They’re going to be kind of green,” Filippo said. “I
just want them to get better as the year progresses.”

Head swimming coach Kent Nicholson is excited about
this season’s potential. Last season, the boys’ team finished
second and the girls’ finished fourth in the team standings
at the state meet.

“What I'm looking for are three competitive relays from
both teams,” Nicholson said. “If I get that, then they’ll
score well team-wise at state.”

Seniors Even Wagner, Nate McMillen and Alex Stamatin
will anchor a deep boys’ team, while senior Morgan Okroi
headlines the girls’ team. — BSM
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You can’t afford a
breakdown -
heither can your
furnace.

Our 18-point tune-up includes a
“nho breakdown” guarantee. If
your heater fails at any point

this season, the service is free.

Can the other guys promise you

that?

YNORMAN

Heating & Air Conditioning

Call to schedule your $99
tune-up today!
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PROSPERITY POINTS FOR AVOIDING
HOLIDAY STRESS

| As much as we look forward to the holidays,
let’s face it—sometimes they can be stressful.
Before you get caught up in all the events,
create a strategy so you can have a good time.

| * Give only the gifts you can afford. The peo-
ple you love will enjoy something homemade
or a “gift certificate” for a future event togeth-
er. Spending lots of money on someone doesn’t
mean you love them more.

* Eat and drink sensibly. Rich foods, alcohol,
and less sleep are a recipe for stress. If you have
an event occurring later in the day, eat a salad
for lunch, not a burger. Then, go on a brisk walk the next day.

* Start shopping early. Last-minute shopping keeps you from comparing
prices and leads you to throw money at gifts just to get finished.

* Be a friend to someone less fortunate. The holidays can be lonely. By vol-
unteering to ring the bell, serve the meal, or buy the Secret Santa gifts, you
make someone else’s day, and you will make your day, as well.

* Celebrate your faith or heritage. The holidays are a great chance to recon-
nect with your house of worship.

By planning ahead and taking care of yourself, the holidays can be a fun time
filled with laughter, wonder, and love. These are the best gifts of all, and they
will make you prosperous.

Be Prosperous!
Peggy

The Fine Print: This article is educational, not investment advice. Investing is risky, and you can lose money. Talk
to your financial team about any strategies before you implement them.

Peggy Doviak

Author ¢ Radio Host ® Speaker

Certified Financial Planner™
Listen 8:00am e peggydoviak.com

DM Wealth Management, Inc.
Financial Planning and Portfolio Solutions

201 E Main Street Norman, OK 73069
(405) 329 - 8884 | dmwealth.com
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BY: SARAH ROGERS

here’s a new addition to Campus Corner and it is
bringing color, style and a little history with it.

The Opolis Clothing company sells vintage t-shirts,
sweatshirts and hoodies that highlight the pride and his-
tory of The University of Oklahoma, Oklahoma State Uni-
versity and Oklahoma City Thunder in its deigns.

When Zach Holland and Evan English, the owners and
founders of The Opolis Clothing, were coming up empty
in their hunt for vintage OU apparel, they got creative.

Norman natives, Holland and English were unsuccessful
in their search for shirts that encompassed the unique his-
tory of their hometown and the Sooner state, so they de-
cided to design their own shirts to tell the story and that
had a vintage feel.

In 2005, they designed their first shirt. Friends quickly took
notice and before they knew it, Holland and English had
groups asking for custom shirt designs.

Meanwhile, locally owned shops in Norman and Oklaho-
ma City began asking to sell their designs. In no time, this
one-design t-shirt company turned into The Opolis.

boydstreet.com
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The business features a full warehouse, in-house screen
printing, online sales and two storefronts.

To make things easy, all of the t-shirts are the same price,
$32. Hoodies are $64 and crewneck sweatshirts are $52.
Opolis Clothing Company focuses on OU, OSU, OKC
Thunder and Oklahoma inspired designs, which are con-
stantly being updated.

With the newest addition to Opolis Clothing Company,
the storefront on Campus Corner, Holland and English are
hoping that customers will not only find a shirt they love,
but also to come in and feel like they can hang out.

On home football game-days, Holland and English host
a tailgate party in their store parking lot for customers to
enjoy shopping and being with other fans before kick-off.

Patrons that stop by the new store will likely notice the bas-
ketball court floor, handmade furniture and unique Okla-
homa accents designed to make shoppers feel at home.

For more information about Opolis Clothing Company,
visit www.opolisclothing.com. — BSM
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BY: PAIGE UHR

Southwind Hills Estates can sometime be a hive of ac-
tivity where office parties and company get-togethers
go during the holidays to get away from it all.

For what appears to be a quiet retreat in the woods,

Located at 468 SW 24th Ave, in Goldsby, Southwind’s rus-
tic architecture and serene landscape combine to create an
elegant and unique setting that is only 10 minutes south of
Norman.

While the picturesque scenery is inviting, festive décor this
time of year makes everything even appealing.

“We have a beautiful display of white lights lining our drive-
way, hanging throughout the groves of trees, covering the
walkway to the barn and lining the barn itself,” said Elaine
Tabor, director of events and head coordinator.

“Christmas trees and white and gold décor fill the barn,
too.”

It is no surprise that companies such as Hal Smith Restau-
rant Group and Seth Wadley Auto Group have booked cor-
porate events at Southwind Hills. The venue hosts a variety
of private events in the winter months, including year-end
celebrations, corporate holiday parties and athletic banquets.

“November through January is definitely a busy time for
non-wedding events, which we find so fun,” Tabor said.

Clients receive top notch service when they book their holi-
day events with Southwind Hills, Tabor said. An event plan-
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ner works with clients to sketch out floor plans, develop
an appropriate timeline and coordinate and correspond
with vendors. Access to tables, linens and decorations in-
house streamline the planning process, too.

While catering for appetizers and dinner is required
through the venue, the executive chef can create a custom
menu for any special occasion. Clients and guests can bring
in desserts, but the venue offers a fun host of options, too
— gourmet expresso and hot chocolate bar, s'mores and a
cookie bar and a cobbler and ice cream bar.

Many host holiday events on Fridays or Sundays but, for a
more cost-effective route, clients have the option to choose
a weekday, as well. Aside from the barn, smaller parties can
choose to utilize the chapel and the separate reception ven-
ue for a more intimate feel. Their selection of venues can
accommodate groups as small as 50 people.

Tabor said aside from a spectacular, breathtaking venue,
Southwind Hill’s service is what sets it apart from the
competition.

“Our clients can enjoy the event as much as their guests.
It's really helpful for them to find one place that can
combine these amenities and allow them to create a re-
ally fun and memorable event for their guests.”

For more information or to book a holiday event, visit
www.sothwindhills.com. — BSM
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s Norman’s University North Park area continues

to expand, so do the elements that contribute to the

Work, Play, Live plan. One of the newest additions is
Terra at University North Park Apartments, slated to wel-
come residents in January 2018.

Located at 2751 24th Ave Northwest, Terra is part of the ex-
panding, all-encompassing area that is composed of retail,
restaurants, entertainment, park space, a grocery store and
now a new luxury living community.

“It really has just about everything that you need within a cou-
ple mile radius,” said property manager Shakiyla Donaldson.

A main focus of Terra is convenience for residents, wheth-
er that is in location, amenities or the floor plans of the
units. Terra offers 16 different floor plans to help residents
find the right layout for them with studio and one, two
and three-bedroom options.

She said the apartments were designed with a variety of
potential residents in mind. They include young profes-
sionals, commuters to the Oklahoma City downtown area
and people who are looking to downsize from a large
home but still want to enjoy a luxurious lifestyle.

Aesthetically, Donaldson explained that Terra is about
“modern luxury,” incorporating a modern “big city” look
with the mid-rise style of the building. The complex fea-
tures interior courtyards and a parking garage as well as
hardwood style flooring in every common area and gour-
met kitchens in units. The building also has designer light-
ing and modern fixtures throughout.

“It’s kind of like we took a community that you would ex-
pect to find in a downtown area and brought it to one of
the fastest growing areas of Norman,” she said.

boydstreet.com

The list of extensive amenities includes a virtual fitness
room, which Donaldson said will be like having a personal
trainer come to visit whenever it is convenient.

The community also features a 24-hour clubhouse that has
more than 16,000 square feet of space and a resort-style
pool. It also has an outdoor theater in the main courtyard,
fire pits, grills and outdoor games like a bocce ball court
and a life-size chess board.

“We want our residents to fall in love with everything
about Terra, including the layout of their unit,” she said.

“Terra is going to offer a lifestyle that will exceed the ex-
pectations that you have of an apartment complex. We are
notjust providing an apartment, even though our amazing
units themselves are more than a good enough reason to
want to live with us, we are also bringing convenience, en-
tertainment and fitness to your door step.”

With the first move-in day just around the corner, she said
those involved are excited to welcome residents to the
community.

“You have no idea the amount of anticipation that has been
building around finally being able to share our communi-
ty,” Donaldson said. “It seems like it has taken so long to
get to this point, but at the same time it has all happened
so quickly. Being able to watch the progress from week to
week is something truly amazing. The final product is go-
ing to be beautiful, and I know that our residents and com-
munity are going to love it as much as we do.”

Terra schedules hard-hat tours on Saturdays, allowing po-
tential residents to tour the clubhouse, main courtyard and
completed units. Visit www.terranorman.com or call 835-
3422 for more information. — BSM
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Get your Flu Shots Today!
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Come see us at our Norman location at
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Main @ The Oklahoma Health Center
750 N.E. 13th, Oklahoma City

Meridian Medical Tower
(Across from Mercy Hospital)
13321 N. Meridian, Suite 100, OKC

Edmond at Fisher Hall
3560 S. Boulevard, Suite 150

Midwest City
8121 National Avenue

NORMAN HOURS:
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The Real Deal On The
2018 Tax Changes

ith tax season looming, the current administration is hard
at work implementing changes to an already complicat-
ed tax code. The administration believes the upcoming

changes will work to strengthen the middle class, reinvigorate
business and increase employment rates.

Unfortunately, though, most of the upcoming tax changes will do
little, if anything, for the state of the economy.

Below, you'll find a detailed list of major tax code changes for
2018, as well as a quick look beneath the surface detailing why
some of them may not be as beneficial as they seem at first glance.

HIGHER CONTRIBUTION LIMITS FOR RETIREMENT SAVINGS

Most retirement plans - think 401k, 403b and more — currently
have a limit 0f$18,000 on employee contributions. The new code
will increase that limit to $18,500. This change is fairly simple and
beneficial for the individual - if not for the economy.

DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION CHANGES

Individual retirement accounts (IRAs) have contribution limits
that are relative to income level, some of which will now be sub-
ject to change. The phase-out ranges for contributions to IRAs
and Roth IRAs will increase for many people.

While these increased deductions sound wonderful at first, a
deeper look shows that they may not be all that beneficial. The
changes to the retirement plans are great — so long as one has
the increased income to contribute to their plans. Otherwise, they
won’t make much of a difference. This change will also have little
effect on the overall economy.

INCREASED CREDITS AND DEDUCTIONS

Those who are married and filing jointly will have a standard
deduction of $13,000, a $300 raise from $12,700. Single taxpay-
ers and those who are married and file separately will see their
standard deduction rise to $6,500. For heads of households, the
deduction will be $9,550.

In addition to these changes, there will also be increased deduc-
tions and credits for children, as well as a new tax credit for non-
child dependents.

The increased tax deductions and credits can be helpful to some
people, but won't help struggling parents much. A one-income
family supporting itself on a minimum wage salary doesn’t have
that much of a tax burden to begin with. These changes may help
the middle class, but they won’t help the many others who can
really use a break.

ELIMINATION OF ESTATE TAX AND TAX CUTS FOR THE WEALTHY

This change may be good news for the 1%, but it is obviously not
helpful for the distribution of income throughout the remaining
99%. A capitalist economy flourishes from the bottom up, and
putting more money in the hands of the spenders is what essen-
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tially helps the economy thrive. Doing the exact opposite won't
affect much growth.

REDUCED TAXES ON REPATRIATED FUNDS

In an effort to bring work from American companies back to
our shores, the administration has promised to reduce taxes for
companies who make this move. Sounds rosy, but in reality, it’s
hopelessly futile. Most American companies that have plants and
warehouses overseas do so because the cost of labor is a whole
lot cheaper abroad.

For example, an average U.S. auto worker earns close to $30 an
hour, compared with a worker in Mexico earning just over $5 an
hour for the same work. To offset the cost of paying American
workers to replace workers overseas, a tax cut would have to be
enormous and fairly impossible to implement.

Simplified tax bracket system

The current tax brackets will be consolidated to create a simpler
system. For example, the 39.6% tax rate will now affect individu-
als with an income exceeding $426,700. Top rate will now kick in
for married taxpayers who file jointly at $480,050.

These, and similar changes, promise to make tax time less of a
headache. It remains doubtful, though, that these changes will
affect the economy in a positive way.

TAX RATE CHANGES FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

This change is being implemented with the rationale that, by giv-
ing small businesses a minor tax break, they will be able to hire
more workers, and thus decrease the unemployment rate.

The problem with this reasoning, though, is that small businesses
don’t hire workers when they have less expenses; they hire work-
ers when their business is growing at a rate in which their current
staff cannot meet their clients’ demands. Therefore, while many
small businesses may appreciate the tax cut, it is unlikely that
this change will affect unemployment rates.

CORPORATE TAX RATE CUTS

Similar to the change in tax rates for small businesses, the the-
ory here is that these changes will stimulate economic growth
and employment. But, as argued above, firms generally don’t in-
crease their hiring rate because of decreases in their tax burden.
To make it worse, lowering the tax rate for the bigger companies
has the potential to consolidate their power, essentially doing
more harm than good for the economy.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Perhaps the most dramatic change that the new tax code will gen-
erate is reduced government spending. All of these cuts need to
be paid for, though. When they’re sponsored by Uncle Sam tight-
ening his belt that means there will be a lot less of government
money injected into the economy — and that’s never good news.
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Independent | Assisted | Memory Care

“Making new friends
is the best part of my day.”

Rivermont is filled with opportunities to add fun
and conversation to your life.

Chat with a friend over coffee in the Café,
enjoy a stroll through one of our beautifully
landscaped courtyards or share a meal in the
restaurant-style dining room.

With Rivermont, you can have it all.

Call Today to Independent Living
Schedule Your 800 Canadian Trails Dr
Complimentary Norman, OK 73072

Lunch and Tour. (405) 360-0606

Assisted Living

750 Canadian Trails Dr
Norman, OK 73072
(405) 360-6056

R [VERMONT
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www.legendseniorliving.com
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Enough with the Bubbles

celebrate the holidays with a red blend. Red blends go back

to France, where the famous Bordeaux wines were crafted.
The French, sure the English could not handle the word Bordeaux,
marketed the wine in Britain as Claret.

Oh, the holidays! Parties, guests and football abound. Let’s

Bordeaux wines are primarily a blend of Cabernet and Merlot.
Chateau Neuf de Pape is another famous French blend. Other
popular red blends are the Spanish Rioja and Italian Valpolicella.
California joined the table with Meritage blends, using primari-
ly Cabernet and Merlot and adding GSM-Grenache, Sirah and
Mourvedré.

While all the European and traditional California blends tend to be
dry, there is a growing group of softer red blends. Several of the big
name brands now feature offerings designated as soft or “crush,”
indicating a fruit-forward style. Some are even downright sweet.

It is important to remember that most wines are designed to be
purchased and consumed in a relatively close time. In the case of
an expensive Bordeaux wine, the years spent laid down in a cellar
lead to the tannins softening, resulting in a much more complex
and flavorful wine.

L ™

Whether you like sweet, dry or something in between, there is a
red blend for you. On the sweet end, a New Age Red is a great
place to start. If you prefer a traditional style, try A Proper Claret
or The Prisoner. For those looking for somewhere in between, I
suggest Saved or Phantom.

Enjoy and be safe.
Kathy

= . R

1330 Alameda St. - Norman - 405.364.9262
© F www.JoesWinesandSpirits.com W
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Don't miss our after Christmas Sale starting Dec. 26

PROVIDING TRUSTED TAX,
ACCOUNTING AND
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
FOR OVER 30 YEARS

629 24TH AYE SV NORMAN, OK 73069
cpas 405-360-5533 WWW.CPAGRAY.COM

Honesty.
Respect.
Professionalism.

Courtesy.
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Julia Chew CPCU CLU, Agent  And you can be sure Il always
1032 North Porter do my best to meet your needs.

www.juliachew.com Like a good neighbor,
) State Farm is there. ®

405-329-3311 o
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Dr. Kyle Toal,
cardiovascular and thoracic surgeon with
Norman Heart & Vascular Associates

here are many factors that con-
tribute to heart health, including
buzz words like cholesterol, in-

flammation, blood pressure, weight
and stress.

But, studies have shown that the holi-
day season might need to be added to
that list. The American Heart Associ-
ation reports that heart attack deaths
are in fact highest during the months
of December and January.

“Studies show that the number of
heart attacks increases by more than
30 percent during the winter months
and the rate of cardiac death increas-
es by 5 percent around the holidays,”
said Dr. Kyle Toal, cardiovascular
and thoracic surgeon with Norman
Heart & Vascular Associates.

The reason points to several factors.
The holidays tend to be a season of
indulgence and extremes, Toal said.
The additions to our to-do lists keep
us up late, missing out on valuable
sleep, and festivities often lead to
overeating, excessive alcohol con-
sumption and, for some, additional
financial and emotional stresses. All
of that can be hard on the heart, es-
pecially for those already at risk for a
cardiac event.

“Also, patients are less likely to seek
medical care during the holidays, at-
tributing their symptoms to other fac-
tors or not wanting to disrupt family
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events,” said Toal. “It is important to
take this seriously. The holidays are a
time to ask people how they are do-
ing and really mean it.”

Despite that foreboding information,
there is good news for Normanites.
The Norman Regional Chest Pain
Center was recently reaccredited by
the American College of Cardiology
(ACC). Norman Regional was the
first hospital in the Oklahoma City
metro area to achieve this level of na-
tional recognition.

“This is more than just a badge,” Toal
said. “In a nutshell, it is about our pro-
cess and best practices. It drives what
we do and the methods use for the
best outcomes. We are doing our best
to help cardiac patients survive. What
is so exciting is that this is interdisci-
plinary, all in the name of a patient.”

Hospitals receiving the accreditation
must take part in a multi-faceted clin-
ical process. Improving on the hospi-
tal’s previous accreditations, Norman
Regional has renewed its focus on
coronary intervention, resuscitation,
streamlining processes and educating
the community. The overall goal is to
increasing survival rates.

“Most of the time, heart attacks hap-
pen outside of the hospital and timing
is critical,” said Sara McMillan, coordi-
nator for the Chest Pain Program. “By
meeting these additional requirements,

HEALTH

lake
Hearnt
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Holiday

National Accreditation Means
Better Outcomes for Heart
Patients in Norman

we have been able to update and im-
prove our processes for our out-of-hos-
pital cardiac arrest patients.”

The staff at Norman Regional knows
when they invest in community edu-
cation, they are arming people to be
able to save someone’s life. The first
critical step is making sure those peo-
ple understand the signs of a heart
attack.

“Look for excessive sweating, trou-
ble breathing, chest pain that can go
down either arm or indigestion that
gets worse,” said Toal. “And, don't
delay seeking care.”

“You don’t have to be a nurse to save
someone,” Toal said. “Usually it's a
family member that brings a patient
in.”

Prevention is also an important com-
ponent.

“Our society has developed a won-
derful system for treating diseases,
but we aren’t very good at preven-
tion,” Toal said. “Do what you can to
be healthy. Choose to be healthy.”

While that is simple to say, tempta-
tions abound this time of year. Toal
suggests looking for support.

“In a family, if one person does some-
thing, others will take part too,” ex-
plained Toal. “I always tell families
that the treatment for heart attack pa-
tients is a family matter.” — BSM
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CELEBRATE SAFELY

Special Occasions

Night on the Town, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Sporting Events
Group Parties, Proms, Graduations, Wine Tours, Casino Crawls.
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Growing the G

BY: LINDSAY CUOMO

enovations now complete at Jim-
Rmie Austin Golf Club at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma.

For the last five years, golfers at Jim-
mie Austin Golf Club at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma have had to work
around some kind of construction,
whether to the course or to the club
house amenities. Officials are excited
to announce that renovations that im-
pacted the course are now complete.

“The course is open and ready for the
community to enjoy,” invited Rodney
Young, general manager of the golf
club. “Some have said it’s the best in
the state now.”

While the process may have present-
ed some inconveniences over the
years, it is now time for the commu-
nity to reap the benefits. In addition
to the newly renovated course, a new
golf instruction center, the Michael A.
Cawley Center for Golf Instruction,
offers weather-proof options to im-
prove your golf game.

“Our golf academy now offers a golf
simulator and Foresight monitor that
let’s golfers work on their swing with-
out concern for the weather,” Young
said. “We also have two indoor hit-
ting bays that allow you to hit into a

net or out onto the driving range.”

The Golf Shop is preparing to move
to a new location within the club and
that means Normanites can take ad-
vantage of some great deals at a very
convenient shopping time of the year.

“We are moving our shop into a new
space in January and we need to make
room for the move,” said Young.
“The golf shop will be running great
specials on merchandise including
clothing through Christmas.”

The club’s connection to the univer-
sity means that their shop is stocked
with top brands and everything
Sooner.

“We have the best selection of OU
golf merchandise,” Young said. “We
have items you won’t find anywhere
else, including a lot of exclusive OU
merchandise.”

Now that their focus has shifted from
construction, Young is excited to grow
their junior golf program. Planning is
underway for a new dedicated junior
golf tee and a program to help youth
access the game.

“It is easy to play other sports, but
we want to make golf easier for kids
to enjoy,” Young explained. “We are

g

breaking ground now to build a prac-
tice tee exclusively for junior golfers.”

Officials are also working on a
cost-friendly way to get kids started.

“We hope to be able to get kids started
for very little financial investment,”
said Young. “We expect this program
will pay dividends for our communi-
ty and the game of golf.”

Details are still being finalized, but
Young hopes to give kids who sign up
for the junior golf program a free club
and offer special access to the tee for
very low cost.

“We want to help kids get better at
the game of golf. We are very excited
about this investment.”

The renovations aren’t just for golfers
to enjoy, however. Many of the up-
grades including the newly renovat-
ed Everest Indoor/Outdoor Pavilion
can be reserved for special events,
holiday parties and weddings.

“We have a new event lawn that of-
fers a beautiful view of the course,”
Young said. “We have had several
weddings on the lawn already.”

For more information on facilities

and shop hours, visit www.theou-
golfclub.com. — BSM
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Healthy smiles for life.

Dental Design Studio offers comprehensive
dental care in a relaxed and fun atmosphere. We
see our patients as friends and we want only
the best for you and your oral health. Using the
latest dental care technigues, our dentists and
staff are here to create healthy smiles for life!

cal (405) 321-6166

or visit WwWw.normandentist.com
561 Merchant Drive, Norman
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3261 24th Ave NW * Norman, OK 73071




HISTORY

What’sina
Name?
Edwards Park

Norman’s history that parallels

the railroad, just west of down-
town. It’s a nice place for a stroll from
Duffy to Acres streets, but there are
hidden gems along the way for those
who look a little closer.

Legacy Trail Park is a long strip of

As the trail crosses Main Street, the
smiling statue of James Garner is of-
ten the first sight, but just behind it
is a humble historical marker that
explains how the spot began as “Ed-
wards Park,” named for Lewis Jeffer-
son Edwards.

It is thanks to “L]” Edwards that Nor-
man is the beautiful city it is today.

Edwards was born in Connersville, In-
diana in 1852. His great-granddaugh-
ter, Patti Green-Blishak, says that he
grew up precocious and was infamous
for running away to join the circus.

“He’d eventually come back home,
settle down for a bit. Then something
would happen, and he would be run-
ning away to join the circus again.”
She says that his wanderlust grew
as he did, and he traveled to Europe,
bringing back numerous trinkets and
treasures.

“I still have things in my basement
from his Europe trip,” she said.

Green-Blishak lives in a white house
to the south of the longtime home
where her great-grandfather final-
ly set down roots. That house still
stands at 206 S University Blvd.
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Edwards married his longtime, Indi-
ana sweetheart Mary Hand in 1877,
and together they moved west to
what would eventually become Okla-

homa Territory.

Green-Blishak said they first settled
south of Norman in Goldsby in the
1880s, but a year after the Land Run
of 1889, Edwards brought his family
to Norman, settling on the outskirts
of town, which eventually became
Acres Street.

From the beginning, Edwards was a
crusader for Norman. A prominent
civic leader in early-day Norman, Ed-
wards served as presidents of the Nor-
man Chamber of Commerce, director
of the First National Bank and presi-
dent of the Norman School Board.

He was also a strong promoter of the
University of Oklahoma as it was first
being established outside of town. It
is said the first-ever OU faculty meet-
ing was hosted at the Edwards home
in 1892.

The family soon moved once again to
the house on University Boulevard.

“He was a mover and shaker in town,”
said designer and builder Brent Swift,
who purchased the house from the
Edwards family in 2006. It came along
with room after room of historical
documents and relics packed away in
travel trunks. The find spurred him
and his coworkers to learn more about
Edwards, who was even said to be
“the first citizen in Norman to fly over
the town in an airplane.”
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“His mind was constantly working,
looking for ways to improve every-
thing around him,” Green-Blishak
says. “He coined a phrase, “You can’t

7

have roosters and roses’.

Green-Blishak said Edwards used the
saying as a motto and embodiment of
his drive for city beautification, which
he worked toward as chairman of city
parks from 1912 to 1924.

His first action was to clean up the
Santa Fe Railway right-of-way in
downtown Norman. The empty
space had once served as Norman’s
first town meeting site with elections
taking place in the back of wagons.

Over time, it had deteriorated into an
overgrown eyesore for first-time visi-
tors to see as they arrived in Norman.

Edwards worked with the railroad
company for permissions and the
city for landscaping funds. He made
a welcome sign for visitors, proclaim-
ing the slogan he chose for Norman,
“The University City.”

The park downtown was by no means
his only handiwork. He touched ev-
ery corner of Norman, especially the
large Norman city park that ultimate-
ly became known as Andrews Park. It
had been in existence since the origi-
nal town plat in 1889, but by 1922 it
also had degenerated into neglect, ac-
cording to newspaper accounts.

Edwards planned an enormous re-
model, cutting scrub trees and rede-
signing the layout along scientific

Photos by: Lindsay Cuomo



OKLAHOMANS NO LONGER NEED TO TRAVEL OUT OF
state to receive world-class cancer care. The Stephenson Cancer Center at
the University of Oklahoma provides cancer care teams that are redefining

patient-centered care in a new state-of-the-art facility.

As nationally recognized leaders in research and patient care, experts

F

O 1
Dtepnenson at the Stephenson Cancer Center are exploring new treatments and
S

breakthroughs with advanced research and clinical trials right here at

home.
e TTNTVERSITY o OKLAHOMA
The Stephenson Cancer Center annually ranks among the top three cancer
centers in the nation for patients participating in National Cancer
Institute-sponsored clinical trials, and it is one of 30 designated lead cancer
800 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Phone (405) 271-1112
Fax (405) 271-5797

stephensoncancercenter.org

centers in the Institute’s National Clinical Trials Network.

The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution. www.ou.edu/eo0o
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plans. He worked with university landscapers, the cham- C O O L E S T H A N G @ U T
ber of commerce and local Rotary and Lions clubs to turn "
the park into what The Norman Transcript called, “a mod- - L_,i A=/
ern Garden of Eden, where friends can meet friends with- F "Eéﬂ

out being embarrassed, and where children will delight to
romp and play.”

Due to declining health, Edwards retired two years after
the large park project was complete. He died in 1926.

Today, his legacy is strong throughout Norman. Residents
can see it in the community’s civic spirit as well as in the
parks he helped establish.

According to Green-Blishak, the concrete benches that
stand in Legacy Trail Park are made from the same design
Edwards created when attempting to find cost-effective
seating for Norman's earliest park patrons.

Edwards always suffered from boyish wanderlust, but he
never lost his love for Norman.

In a speech he gave at a Norman Chamber of Commerce
event, he said, “I have traveled far and near seeking a per-

manent location, but I have always returned to Norman, i # 47 'l 2 N p ODT ER

the best town in the world.” — BSM
4057014990
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Your tax problems
don’t care who you are.

1 Gami Buettne
'IRS Enrofled A

Talk to the people at Polston, Oklahoma's largest

tax resolution and accounting firm. We are your

people — a team of over 80 attorneys, CPAs and 0 s 0 n
financial analysts - fierce about helping you win

Tax Resolution & Accounting

back your financial freedom.

polstontax.com // 405.801.2146 // 844.841.9857
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® BURN 500+ CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES - 14

e KEEP BURNING CALORIES FOR UP T0 36 HOURS
e COACH-LED GROUP WORKOUTS

® BACKED BY SCIENCE |
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S\ After 30 days of feeling energized,
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FFFFFFF

SCIENTIFICALLY PROVEN RESULTS - WORK 1 HOUR. BURN FOR 36." = FOR ALL FITNESS LEVELS

START BURNING WITH A FREE WORKOUT AT ORANGETHEORYFITNESS.COM™

825 SW 19th Street | Moore, 0K 73160 | 405.703.5259
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fter two years in the
making, a little taste of
rance opened its doors

last month at 1954 24th Ave
NW, in Norman.

La Madeleine offers classic
French country cuisine, in-
cluding the restaurant chain’s
popular tomato basil soup,
caesar salad, sandwiches, pas-
tas, pastries and much more.

Deepen Patel, franchise own-
er of the Oklahoma locations,
says he is glad to finally be in
Norman.

“l always wanted to be in
Norman. I love college towns
and I am a big fan of OU,”
said Patel.

Patel’s association with la
Madeleine did not simply
start as a franchise owner, but
as a college student in Dallas.
He would go to La Madeleine
frequently to eat, study and
meet friends or colleagues.

La Madeleine soon became
his go-to spot. It is only fitting
that Patel is now bringing la
Madeleine to other cities, spe-
cifically college towns, so res-
idents and students can find
the same comfort he did.

The French cuisine that la
Madeleine offers are storied
recipes from the original own-
er, Patrick Esquerre, his fami-
ly and la Madeleine associates
from over the years. The to-
mato basil soup, caesar salad
and strawberries romanoff are
a few of the restaurant’s most
cherished recipes.

Aside from soups and salads,
la Madeleine offers quiches,
sandwiches and pastas for a

BY: SARAH ROGERS

heartier option. Deserts are
also a popular feature of the
menu. They have a variety
of cakes, pies and, of course,
pastries.

La Madeleine’s identity not
only lies in their culinary
delights, but also in the ser-
vice and atmosphere that the
restaurant offers. Patel said he
not only wants Norman resi-
dents to fall in love with the
food at la Madeleine, but also
the ambiance and friendly
service of their associates.

“With the opening of la Made-
leine in Norman, we are shar-
ing our love of French food and
hospitality with the commu-
nity, and we hope to become a
favorite spot for our neighbors
to enjoy fantastic food with
friends and family in a relaxed
atmosphere,” said Patel.

La Madeleine serves break-
fast, lunch, dinner and dessert
every day of the week. They
also have free wifi and a pri-
vate meeting room for busi-
ness meetings or celebrations.

For patrons who are in a hur-
ry, the restaurant offers a sam-
pler plate with a few items
from the menu that can be
served right away. But, for
those with a little time, the
associates encourage spend-
ing an hour or two relaxing,
working or studying.

The restaurant is open every
day from 6:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.
For more information about la
Madeleine visit www.lamade-
leine.com. —BSM



79N

]
SEE I HE Helps protect your family from identity theft

CHECKkING during the holiday shopping season. FREE for 9o days:.

SEEGHE LifeLock Identity Guard ID Shield

Cost  5595/mo. °2999/mo. °29.99/mo. *19.95/mo.

Checking Account with Online ®
Banking & More

Family Coverage

3-in-1 Credit Report

Credit Score

Total Identity Monitoring

N

Fraud Expense Reimbursement

ID Theft Resolution Service

Debit & Credit Card Registration

Call 1.833.6.SECURE or visit FirstUnitedBank.com
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Spend Life Wisely

BANKING . MORTGAGE INSURANCE . INVESTMENTS

‘ Not FDIC Insured ‘ Not Bank Guaranteed ‘ May Lose Value ‘
FDIC LENDER [Nota Deposit [ Not Insured by Any Federal G t Agency |
FDIC LENDER ot a Deposi ot Insured by Any Federal Government Agency

Requires additional activation procedures. 'Family includes spouse; persons qualifying as a domestic partner under the provisions of any applicable federal, state or local law; children under 25 years of age; and parents of such natural persons
who are residents of the same household. Website comparison of LifeLock Ultimate Plus, Identity Guard Total Protection, and ID Shield by First United Bank as of June 5, 2017. LifeLock.com, IdentityGuard.com and IDShield.com. 2ldentity
Fraud Expense Reimbursement provided by subsidiaries or affiliates of Chartis, Inc. Please refer to the actual policies for terms, conditions, and exclusions of coverage. Coverage may not be available in all jurisdictions. *Monthly service
charge of $5.95 waived for the first 90 days.
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